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Children in Aliso Viejo had a chance to contribute to an "art totem"
project traveling across Orange County before it lands at a youth-
services facility in Anaheim.

Artist Jack Knight brought small pieces of cardboard and PVC tubing for
kids to paint at last weekend's Aliso Viejo Relay for Life, a fundraiser for
the American Cancer Society. He's doing the project as part of a
$12,000 grant from The Kenneth A. Picerne Foundation. Kids paint the
typically 6-by-6-inch pieces of tubing, and Knight eventually will stack
them 10 to 15 feet high and top them with painted heads.

SEE A SLIDESHOW HERE.

The totems will be installed at the GOALS facility's community garden, Knight said. He has collected
hundreds of pieces for his totems by attending events throughout the county. Before Aliso Viejo, he did the
project at the Relay for Life in San Juan Capistrano and at the Anaheim Children's Festival.

For Knight, the project is more about the process than the product. "In general, the product, the final piece, is
an interesting thing, but I'm more concerned about the shared creative experience," he said.

There's also the benefit of showing kids at the GOALS facility ways to express themselves through art, other
than graffiti, for example, Knight said.

"I am just looking for more positive creative expression," he said.

Victor Nelson, executive director of the Picerne Foundation, said Knight "has a real interest in inner-city kids,
particularly in Anaheim, and giving them opportunities and goals. That nonprofit (GOALS) has all kinds of
after-school programs. What Jack wanted to bring to the organization was increased focus on the arts. It was
a great idea."

RELAY FOR LIFE

Twenty-two teams totaling 133 people participated in Aliso Viejo's Relay for Life, a 24-hour walk Saturday and
Sunday at Grand Park to raise donations for cancer research and pay tribute to those who have fought
cancer. The event raised more than $16,000, according to its website.

Contact the writer: 949-366-9473 or kmejdrich@ocregister.com
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